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centre there is a calm, area., varying in diameter from
about 100 miles to a very few miles, and even to yards,
in the case of small whirlwinds.

O.u each side of this calm region the winds are
blowing with great violence, and from directions
nearly exactly opposite to each other. In nearly all
accounts of cyclones it is reported that after the
passage of the central cairn the wind recommenced
blowing with nndiminished fury from the point exactly
opposite to that from which it had blown before.

If the ship be on the path of the centre, the barometer
falls continually and rapidly as long as the wind remains
unchanged in direction; it is at its lowest when the ship
is in the central calm, and when the wind comes on
again from the opposite quarter the mercury rises again
as fast as it had previously fallen.

This is the normal sequence of phenomena in an
ideal hurricane, but it may fairly be said that no storm
that has yet been investigated exhibits such regularity
as has been indicated above. In the first place, from
the very nature of the case, it is practically impossible
to obtain observations from stations, or ships, in posi-
tions reasonably uniformly distributed over the storm
area, so as to show that the wind was really blowing in
uniform curves and with equal force all round the
centre. The observations of a few ships have been
taken, and a circular form having been assumed for the
storm, the system has been laid down on the chart so as
to show the observed winds as tangents to the isobaric
curves.

The investigations of Meldruni for the South Indian
Ocean have shown that in parts of certain storms the
wind has blown directly towards the centre, and